
The Jones 

Dynasty 

 

William  Master (1839 -  1844) 

  Clerk to the Guardians (1847  - 1870) 

Ann  Matron (1839 – 1843) 

Amelia  Matron (1843 – 1844) 

  Seamstress (1853 – 1856) 

Maria  Schoolmistress  (1841 – 1842) 

Thomas Aubrey Relieving Officer (1870 - 1872) 

  Master (1877 – 1909) 

Mary  Matron (1877 – 1904) 

Norah  Matron (1904 -  1909) 

Llanfyllin Poor Law Union 



Following the introduction of the Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834, the Llanfyllin 
Poor Law Union came into being on 16 February 1837.  Local landowner, Martin 
Williams, was appointed Chairman of the Board of Guardians and local solicitor, 
Humphrey Lloyd Williams was appointed Clerk. 

The newly elected Guardians lost no time in resolving to build a new workhouse, 
capable of housing 250 paupers. 

The building was completed in early 1839 and the Guardians considered the 
appointment of a Master and Matron.  This was to be a joint appointment and a 
married couple was required. 

At their meeting of 5 March 1839, the Guardians decided to appoint William Jones 
and his wife, Ann, to be Master and Matron.  

Previously, William had been clerk to Humphrey Lloyd Williams in his Solicitor’s 
practice. 



William and Ann duly moved into the new Master’s House together with their family. 

William, Ann 
and their 
children, 
together with 
Williams’s 
sister Amelia 
are recorded in 
the 1841 
census ...... 

William and Ann did not 
get off to a very good 
start .... 

From 1841 to 1842, William and Ann’s daughter, Maria, was also employed in the Workhouse 
as the Schoolmistress.   Little is recorded about this appointment. 



Within a few weeks, William and Ann had taken control and had the 
confidence of the Guardians .... 

There is no record of William having a problem with the inmates.  However 
the Guardians were a different matter .... 

By 1843, William is on record as having provided “exemplary service”. 



William suggested to the Guardians that his sister, Amelia, could fulfil the role of Matron. 

This arrangement was short-lived 
because Ann died early in 1843. 



The Guardians responded by agreeing that under normal circumstances the appointment 
was for man and wife.  
However they pointed out that in this case the circumstances were exceptional in that 
William Jones had given exemplary services as Master and Amelia Jones had already been 
acting as Matron during the period of Ann’s ill-health. 

The Commissioners 
agreed  .... 

In response to a further enquiry from the Commissioners, the Guardians reported .... 

The Commissioners commented that they had no objection to this additional 
appointment. 

The Guardians wrote to the Poor Law Commissioners for clarification and the 
Commissioners advised that .... 



In November 1847, the clerk to the Board of Guardians, Humphrey Lloyd Williams, 
resigned.  The Guardians appointed William Jones as temporary clerk .... 

In October 1844, William and Amelia informed the Guardians of their intention to 
resign. 



.... and within a few weeks, confirmed the appointment. 

By 1851, William had remarried and taken up residence with his enlarged family in High 
Street, Llanfyllin.  The 1851 Census shows .... 

Along with his duties as Clerk to the Guardians, William also became Registrar of Births 
Marriages and Deaths. 



In 1853, Amelia returned to the Workhouse as Seamstress 

At an inspection of the school in 1835, Amelia was described as ‘Industrial 
Schoolmistress’ as she as required to teach basic domestic skills to the girls.  Her talents 
must have been recognised as she as given an increase in salary! 

Amelia died in 1856 and a new seamstress was appointed. 



  

  

As Clerk to the Board of Guardians, William had frequent and regular 
correspondence with the Poor Law Commissioners in London.  He was 
required to forward copies of many of the resolutions of the Board and to 
seek official sanction when necessary. 

He was also responsible for 
submitting the numerous statistical 
returns required by the 
Commissioners. For example: 

Correspondence covered many 
diverse aspects of workhouse life.   
 
For example - Competence of 
officers ... 



Workhouse diet 

Circumstances of individual 
paupers 

Behaviour of staff 



  

  

In 1869, William Jones tendered his resignation as Clerk to the Guardians, taking effect 
in March 1870.  

However by this time he had been appointed Superintendent Registrar of Birth 
Marriages and Deaths. 

and even emigration! 



The 1871 Census records William and family still living in High Street  ...  

It is interesting to note that William’s son, also William, has been appointed Registrar of 
Marriages and another son, Thomas Aubrey, was employed by the Guardians as a Relieving 
Officer. 

In November 1872, Thomas Aubrey Jones got married ... 

However his appointment as Relieving Officer was short lived and he resigned in December 
1872.    The Guardians noted .... 



A year later William Jones died.  

 The funeral took place on 19 December 1873. 



In 1877, the posts of Master and Matron of the Llanfyllin Union Workhouse became vacant 
on the resignation of James Anderson and his wife. 

Amongst the applicants were Thomas Aubrey Jones and his wife, Mary. 

The appointment was closely contested, but finally ... 



In 1881, William’s widow, Jane, and son, William, were still living in the family home at 
Penybryn, Llanfyllin .... 

.... and Thomas Aubrey Jones, wife, Mary, and four children were in residence in the 
Workhouse ... 

The meetings of the Board of Guardians  together with 
other reports concerning the workhouse  regularly 
appeared in the press. 
 
The Master, Thomas Aubrey Jones, was often mentioned. 

Appearances in Court 
(1893) 



Christmas festivities 
( 1894) 

Social event 
(1896) 



Increase in salary 
(1897) 



Reporting to the Board of Guardians (1897) .... 

Cricket (1900) 

More Jones’ .... 
(1898) 



Mary Jones, Matron, died in October 1904. 

The late Mrs Aubrey Jones 
As announced last week Mrs Jones wife of Mr Thos Aubrey Jones, master to 
Llanfyllin Union Workhouse, died on Thursday last week. Mrs Jones had been 
matron of the Workhouse since November 1877. She enjoyed the esteem and 
respect of all with whom she was brought into contact, and the keen personal 
interest she took in their welfare endeared her to all the inmates of the 
Workhouse.  The funeral took place on Tuesday when the remains were laid in 
Pendref burial ground. There was a very large number of relatives, friends and 
sympathisers present. The service was conducted by the Rev J C Jones, 
Llanfyllin, Rev Deiniol Jones, Llanrhaiadr and Rev Edward Jones 
Llanfechain. Some of the beautiful wreaths were sent by the following:- 
"Husband and family"; "Heber and Sally"; "Eddie and Willie; Mr and Mrs 
Jenkyn Davies, Wrexham; Mr and Mrs Marshall Dugdale, Llwyn; Miss Rhoda 
Pugh, Oswestry; Mr Glyn Owen, Llanfyllin; Miss Davies, Oswestry; Mr and 
Mrs J Griffiths Newtown; "From Sarah", Mr and Mrs Owen, Rhyscog; Mr J 
Cowan, Meifod; Mr and Mrs Jones, Sweeny; Mrs Parry, Pentre; Mr Evans and 
family, Gwern y beilliaid; Mrs E Lloyd, Waenllys and Mr R O Roberts, 
Ystym Colwyn. 

County Times,  November 5th, 1904 

and the Guardians recorded ... 



Again the Guardians had to consider the issue of the joint appointment of Master and Matron. 

However on this occasion, the posts were not advertised and the Guardians moved swiftly 
to fill the vacancies.   Thomas Aubrey Jones again  became Master and his daughter, Norah, 
became Matron. 



In August 1905, the Master’s health problems were treated 
sympathetically by the Guardians 

In the following October, Thomas Aubrey Jones 
announced his intention to re-marry ..... 



.... and the marriage took place the following month. 

In September 1909, Thomas Aubrey Jones tendered his resignation as Master. 



The vacancy was 
advertised, attracting 13 
applicants.    Amongst the 
candidates was  
Heber Aubrey Jones, son 
of Thomas Aubrey Jones.  
His application did not 
attract sufficient support 
and Thomas Astley was 
appointed. 

The County Times reported on  9 
November 1909 .... 

In their retirement, Thomas 
Aubrey and Susannah Jones 
moved to Rhyl where Thomas 
died on 23rd Nov 1912 aged 63. 

Heber Aubrey Jones became a journalist initially 
working on the Oswestry Advertizer.  He 
subsequently moved to Derbyshire and worked as a 
Journalist at the ‘Derbyshire Times’ for 35 years. He 
was the reporter for public and social events that 
happened in the Eastern division of the county. 


